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Mission of USDA 
APHIS International 

Services 

Protect U.S. agriculture 
from pests and diseases



Safeguarding

Capacity 
Building

Promoting 
Safe Trade

Three closely 
related activities



Trade of Live 
Animals and 
Genetic Material

• Concern about associated risks 
• Pests

• Diseases

• Registration of breeds
• Definition of minimal zootechnical 

traits

• Importation of most suitable 
individuals to promote genetic gains 
to the animal populations in question



Developing 
Import and 
Export 
Protocols

Information related to health status of importing 
and exporting countriesExchange

Import requirements and controls related to 
diseases of economic importanceDefine

Health certificate modelDevelop
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International 
Standards and 
National Laws

WOAH (OIE) Terrestrial 
Code

https://www.woah.org/en/home/

Country legal framework



WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code (2022)

• SECTION 1 - ANIMAL DISEASE DIAGNOSIS, SURVEILLANCE AND NOTIFICATION

• SECTION 2 - RISK ANALYSIS

• SECTION 3 - QUALITY OF VETERINARY SERVICES

• SECTION 4 - DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL

• SECTION 5 - TRADE MEASURES, IMPORT/EXPORT PROCEDURES AND 
VETERINARY CERTIFICATION

• SECTION 6 - VETERINARY PUBLIC HEALTH

• SECTION 7 - ANIMAL WELFARE



Certification Measures

• Quarantine (before and after 
shipping)

• Vaccinations

• Diagnostic testing

• Treatments

• Zoning and Compartments



Section 15: ZONING AND 
COMPARTMENTALISATION

• WOAH provides recommendations on the principles of 
zoning and compartmentalisation to Member Countries 
wishing to establish and maintain different subpopulations 
with specific health status within their territory. 

• Member countries may develop procedures to evaluate and 
recognize zones and compartments of trading partners.
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Health Certificate

INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY CERTIFICATE 
FOR THE IMPORTATION OF HATCHING EGGS 
OF DOMESTIC BIRDS AND DAY-OLD 
POULTRY



• Veterinarians certify the agreed 
health certificate

What happens next?



Conclusion

Safe trade of animals requires 

an extensive negotiation 

process and needs to start 

prior or concurrently to 

biotech negotiations
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